Minutes
LAC Oversight Body Meeting 
Thursday, October 29, 2009

8:30 am BA 524

The Committee briefly discussed the Call for Proposals for LAC Courses that was recently issued.  The English Department plans to have its 100 and 151 courses in front of the Curriculum Committee in the next three weeks.  The Science Department may hold back on an LAC course for a while.

There was a discussion of the Freshman Seminar.  All agreed that looking at a written version of the past LAC Committee’s proposal for the Seminar would be helpful.  Several suggestions about models surfaced as well, including the University of Minnesota-Morris’ Freshman Seminar, or some kind of research emphasis within the course to complement the University’s existing Undergraduate Research Conference.  All agreed that we will need approximately 16 sections of the Seminar next year, to serve our first-year students.  We hope that faculty throughout a variety of Departments will volunteer to teach the course.  There were questions about which particular prefix would be applied to the course, and how FTE would be measured, per Department, with regard to enrollments in the Freshman Seminar.  Corey Butler, Lyn Brodersen, Linda Nelson, and Maria Brandt all expressed interest in teaching a section of the Freshman Seminar.
Many on the Committee expressed that they plan to attend the November 14 critical thinking seminar hosted by Lori Witthaus, as they are interested in how that particular component of the course will be shaped.  Some discussion of “double dipping” occurred as well.  The new legislation that holds baccalaureate awards to 120 credit hours will have an impact on the LAC; we must consider the need for courses to “count” toward different outcomes.

The Committee held a discussion about the importance of transparency for the LAC process.  We agreed that all forms and minutes should be posted to the LAC website, so that our University community will be well-informed of our progress.  Rhonda Bonnstetter and Winston Gittens will provide interested faculty with assistance to develop rubrics/assessments for proposed LAC courses that will move to Curriculum Committee by January.
All courses proposed for the LAC must come through the LAC Oversight Body.  Corey Butler and Lyn Brodersen will provide an initial review of proposals, and will ask the proposing faculty for additional clarification prior to the LAC Oversight Body meeting if necessary.  Corey will speak with Dan Kaiser to prepare the necessary proposal forms for LAC courses.  He will ask Dan to organize a website to include all documents.  Maria Brandt volunteered to post documents to this website.

Lyn will ask the ALS Chairs to communicate with faculty about the importance of submitting proposals for LAC courses.  
Corey commented on research he had been doing regarding critical thinking skills.  He referenced Derek Bok’s 2006 work, Our Underachieving Colleges, and a longitudinal study by Lehman and Nisbett (1990) that indicates the most significant gains in undergraduate critical thinking skills come from active learning environments and problem solving.
Further discussion centered on rubrics and assessment.  How do we assess progress in the LAC during the freshman year?  There was also the question of how the Contemporary Issues Seminar will be assessed, as well as the need for placing the Contemporary Issues Seminar in its proper context vis a vis the 120 credit baccalaureate requirement.  The Committee also will need to take up the issue of transfer students; we will do so as an agenda item at one of our November meetings.

Finally, the Committee agreed that the LAC Course Proposal Form was acceptable in its format.  Gehle moved and Baker seconded to accept the form as proposed by Dan Kaiser.  The Committee voted unanimously to accept the LAC Course Proposal Form.  It will be posted to the LAC Oversight Body website after discussion with SMSUFA President Jan Loft and the Executive Committee.
The Committee’s next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 5.  The only agenda item will be a discussion of potential models for the Freshman Seminar.

The Committee adjourned at 9:30 am.  The LAC Oversight Body will meet weekly, on Thursdays at 8:30 am, until further notice.

